
 

BOARD MEETING 

10/18/2021 [07:00 PM-09:00 PM] 

BOARD MEETING 

1.  Pledge of Allegiance 
  

  Mr. Karl is attending virtually, so Mr. gale is conducting the meeting. Mr. Gale began the meeting with the pledge to 
the flag. 

2.  Roll Call 
  

  

Members in attendance included: Randy Gale (Vice President), Neil Connelly, Melanie Gurgiolo, Greg Lamay, 
Geoffrey McInroy, Dan Serfass (Superintendent), Tina Darchicourt (Secretary) and Gareth Pahowka (Solicitor). Steve 
Karl (President), Laurie Kennedy, and Bob Latham attended remotely.  

 

Community/Staff Attendees are available on the attached list.  

3.  Agenda Approvals 
  

  Minutes 

3.a.  Approval of the Agenda 
  

  

Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Gurgiolo to approve the Agenda.  

Mrs. Kennedy made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to table the vote on Policy 109.   

Mrs. Kennedy expressed concern that retiring Policy 109 would take away the Board’s responsibility to approve 
curriculum and that she wants to make sure there is a way for parents to review curriculum and object if they wish 
to do so.   

The Board discussed the tabling of Policy 109. Since the retirement of the policy is not time sensitive, there should 
not be a problem with tabling the vote to see what the Administration puts together. Retiring the policy will not 
remove the Board’s ability to approve curriculum since policy 109 is for supplementary materials. If it’s not retired, 
the Board would be obliged to pursue it and that would mean continuing to review individual books. The Board 
agreed they did not want to be responsible for approving every book or individual resource material, but that 
transparency for parents is important. Mr. Pahowka confirmed that the administrative regulations for curriculum 
does not require a full Board approval. 

Discussed the timing of the request to retire the policy. Mr. Lamay questioned the timing as it comes one month 
after a specific book was discussed by the Board. It was pointed out that the Policy Committee recommended the 
retirement of the policy, not the Administration.  

Mr. Serfass stated that the Administration should be able to get a rough draft for discussion purposes to the Board 
within a few weeks, perhaps early November.  
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The motion passed with a roll call vote of 5 Yes and 2 No, with Mr. Connelly and Mr. McInroy voting No.  

Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mr. Connelly to approve the rest of the Agenda as amended. The motion 
passed unanimously.   

3.b.  Minutes From Previous Meetings 
  

  

Mrs. Gurgiolo made a motion, seconded by Mr. Connelly to approve the Minutes from Previous Meetings.   

Mr. Lamay noted an error on the minutes that indicates Mr. Latham is both present and absent. And that Mr. 
Lamay made a motion, but he was not present. That motion would have been made by Mr. Gale. Those corrections 
will be made to the minutes. 

The motion passed unanimously.  

3.c.  Bills List 
  

  
Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Gurgiolo to approve the Bills List.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

3.d.  Treasurer's Report 
  

  
Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Kennedy to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

4.  Report of Officers and Others 
  

  Minutes 

4.a.  President 
  

  No report 

4.b.  Secretary 
  

  No report 

4.c.  Solicitor 
  

  Mr. Pahowka reported that he assisted with routine matters including enrollment issues, personnel issues and 
advised on the advisory committee and the new Business Manager.   

4.d.  Superintendent 
  

  

Mr. Serfass encourages everyone to look at the Principals’ reports.  

The reports include recent activities such as the egg drop at Hoover, career readiness, and projects incorporating 
bullying awareness and prevention. Congratulations to Paige Richter who won the PIAA Golf State Championship. 
Congratulations to Megan Miller, our Human Resources Director, who received the Forty Under 40 Award from the 
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Central Penn Business Journal. Acknowledged National Principals Month and thanked the CHSD principals. 
Appreciation to the community for supporting the school district’s COVID mitigation efforts.  

5.  Comments from Citizens 
  

  

Mr. Gale requested those who had questions to email the school board and/or the Superintendent with those 
questions and include a phone number.   

Ray Givler, 498 N. 25th Street, supports the EAC. The EAC has done good things including acknowledging Black 
History Month and Women’s History Month, seeking representation in classrooms, discussing bias training and an 
internal equity audit. EAC has nothing to do with CRT and the school district says CRT is not part of the curriculum.  

Melanie Mulkey, 3018 Yale Avenue, asked if there are concrete examples of what the committee will be working 
on. Asked if the Board has seen a comprehensive list that was given to the Administration according to word on the 
street.   

David LaTorre, 443 Arlington Road, appreciates Mrs. Kennedy making transparency an important focus. The Board 
is elected to represent the community. Asked them not to strip themselves of this function.  

Aimee Lighty, 1536 Heritage Square, Middletown, has a child in the school district. Thanked the Board for tabling 
the retirement of Policy 109. Feels parents should be able to address curriculum when necessary. Does not agree 
with EAC being formed because the problems and goals have not been defined. Reviewed the child survey linked to 
Equity tab and shared some of the results. Suggested the Board use the survey and focus on the low ranked 
questions and then decide what the council will be.  

Anita Burton, 2312 Logan Street, Thanked the Board for tabling the retirement of Policy 109. Shared that the sound 
is not good and she is struggling to hear what is being said. Requested that the board meetings be recorded for 
those who cannot hear due to equipment problems. Does not support the CAC. The school district should just 
educate children in English, Math and Science, not empathy.   

Karen Mallah, Parkside Road, supports the CAC because it adds transparency and community members can be part 
of it by being a member, observing the meetings and have input in other ways. Some of the scores from the survey 
are very problematic as they are about the feelings and concerns of our students.   

Caroline Machiraju, Columbia Avenue, objects to the CAC and the retiring of Policy 109. Stated that she is 
interested in the timing of the retirement of Policy 109 because the last meeting there was discussion about a 
specific novel. Spoke about sexualizing in schools and leading to transgender ideology. Asked the Board to address 
Policy 105.2.   

Kara Beem, N. 28th Street, supports the CAC, Feels Mrs. Quigley-Jones gave a thorough presentation and there is 
good feedback from community members. The CAC should proceed as another tool to help our children address 
student behavior overall.  

6.  Report of Committees 
  

  Minutes 

6.a.  Athletic - Mr. Gale 
  

  Mr. Gale stated that there was no report and no meeting.  
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6.b.  Budget and Finance/Personnel - Mrs. Kennedy 
  

  
Mrs. Kennedy reported that the Budget and Finance/Personnel Committee had a special meeting for the addition of 
a Long Term Substitute as it’s become very difficult to find substitute teachers. The committee supported the need 
for one long term substitute to be shared primarily at the elementary schools. The minutes are attached.  

6.c.  Buildings and Grounds - Mr. Lamay 
  

  

Mr. Lamay reported that there was a meeting on October 4th and the minutes are attached.   

The committee discussed the new microphone system for the board room and the addition of a second wireless 
access controller to replace the one that was lost during a power outage. Also considered was an improved 
filtration for the ventilation system, but it is very expensive.  

There is a need for crossing guards.  

The Building and Grounds committee meetings will be moved to the last Monday of every month. 

6.d.  Community Engagement/Governmental Relations - Mrs. Kennedy 
  

  Mrs. Kennedy stated that the committee recommended moving forward with the CAC which the Board is voting on 
tonight. Noted that the Board does read and take into consideration all comments and emails by citizens.  

6.e.  Curriculum and Extracurricular - Mrs. Gurgiolo 
  

  

Mrs. Gurgiolo reported that there was a meeting on October 5th.  There was a presentation about the Leader in Me 
program that focuses on universal leadership principles for students and staff. It partners well with PBIS and MTSS. 
and incorporates a survey that measures leadership, academics and culture. The committee recommends that 
quotes for this program be brought to the Budget and Finance/Personnel Committee, and the presentation be 
given to the full Board in November.  

Mr. Serfass added that the school district was granted additional ESSER funds. There are certain constraints and 
requirements for those funds, including professional development.  

Harrisburg University changed their requirements in regards to the College in the High School Program. There is a 
need to shift some of the high school classes that are currently part of that program. The classes can still be offered, 
but they will not qualify for college credits. The students currently taking the classes can take the AP test and get 
college credit. The committee discussed the possibility of partnering with the University of Pittsburgh for continuing 
the College in the High School Program.  

The Homework Club has been meeting and is open to all students. There will be tutors there to assist students. 
ESSER funds will provide resources.   

The Board will be asked for approval of the GAPP overnight trip to Germany. It is an exchange program for students 
and is a longstanding tradition at Camp Hill High School. The dates will be June 16 – July 9, 2022 and will include 15-
20 students. It is funded by participants.  

6.f.  Policy - Mr. Gale 
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Mr. Gale reported that the committee met on September 28th to discuss Policy 108 which covers curriculum and 
Policy 109, which covers reference materials. The Policy Committee recommends keeping Policy 108 in place and 
eliminating Policy 109. These recommendations were on tonight’s agenda, but the retirement of Policy 109 was 
tabled with a motion.  

7.  Report of Board Representatives 
  

  Minutes 

7.a.  Community Recreation - Mrs. Gurgiolo 
  

  

Mrs. Gurgiolo reported that the basketball clinics are up and running. The borough website has information about 
the Halloween Parade is on Tuesday, October 26th, at 6:00 p.m. Activities will be at the borough building following 
the parade including a pumpkin carving contest. Trick or Treat will be October 28th from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  

Volunteerism award nominations are due November 21st.  

The Toys for Tots Parade of Lights will be December 2 – 4, 2021. Any individual, organization, business, club, sports 
team, etc can do it. Applications are due November 12th.  Last year there were record donations.  

7.b.  District/Borough - Mr. Lamay/Mr. Latham 
  

  Mr. Lamay stated that there has been no meeting recently.  

7.c.  Cumberland Perry Area Career & Technical Center - Mr. Lamay 
  

  Mr. Lamay stated that he was unable to attend the meeting and has not yet received the minutes. They will be 
available at next month’s board meeting.   

7.d.  HACC - Mr. Gale 
  

  No report 

7.e.  Performing Arts Center Advisory Committee - Mr. Connelly 
  

  

Mr. Connelly reported that there was a meeting September 22nd.  The goal is to have one production every month. 
Summer Stage’s profit was $13,000 which the school district and the Borough split. Emphasis is on local 
programming. Looking at a small off-site storage facility. Interested in elevating a part time position to a full time 
position. Twelve Angry Men opens on November 19th.  

8.  New Business 
  

  Minutes 

8.a.  Community Advisory Committee (CAC) Resolution 
  

  

Mr. Gale read the resolution.   

Mr. Connelly made a motion, seconded by Mr. McInroy to approve the Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Resolution.  
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The Board discussed the resolution which was heavily vetted during the Work Session. It has been revised to 
include transparency.  The details of the application to be on the committee will be made available on the school 
district website.  

Mr. Lamay commented that he feels the CAC is redundant with other policies the school district already has. He is 
not in support of the resolution.  

Mrs. Kennedy stated that the Board is committed to having balanced members, including a broad range of interests 
in the community. The revisions are that community members will be able to attend the CAC meetings. She will be 
voting for the establishment of the CAC.  

Mrs. Gurgiolo commented that the school district gave her two older children a great education. Her younger son 
has autism and his speech was extremely limited. With his teachers’ help, he has made huge strides. That is what 
equity means. Help the kids to succeed to the best of their ability. She will vote to move forward with the CAC. 

The motion passed with a roll call vote of 7 Yes and 1 No, with Mr. Lamay voting No.  

8.b.  Policy No. 109 
  

  Per the vote earlier in the meeting, the vote on Policy 109 is tabled.  

8.c.  Xerox Machine MS/HS 
  

  Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Kennedy to approve the Xerox Machine MS/HS. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

8.d.  Wireless Controllers 
  

  Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mr. Latham to approve the Wireless Controllers. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

8.e.  Board Room Microphone System 
  

  Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mr. Latham to approve the Board Room Microphone System. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

8.f.  GAPP Trip (Discussion & Vote) 
  

  Mrs. Gurgiolo made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lamay to approve the GAPP Trip. The motion passed unanimously. 

9.  Personnel 
  

  Minutes 

9.a.  Professional 
  

  
Mr. Connelly made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Gurgiolo to approve the Professional list.  

Mr. Connelly thanked Mrs. Quigley-Jones for her service. It has been appreciated and she will be missed.   
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Mrs. Kennedy stated that Mrs. Quigley-Jones showed a great deal of leadership during this past year during the 
pandemic, especially with navigating the remote versus in person education. She played a critical role in getting the 
students back to in school learning in a safe manner.    

Mr. Gale thanked Mrs. Quigley-Jones on behalf of the school district and stated that she has been a valuable part of 
the school district.   

The motion passed unanimously.  

9.b.  Classified 
  

  
Mr. Lamay made a motion, seconded by Mr. Latham to approve the Classified list.  

The motion passed unanimously.  

9.c.  Extra Duty 
  

  N/A 

9.d.  Pollock Center Staff 
  

  N/A 

10.  Adjournment 
  

  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm 
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Board Meeting Attendees  

Wednesday, October 20, 2021 

 
Megan Wert 

Minke Kooistra 

Tracey Quigley-Jones 

Mark Ziegler 

Kerry Martin 

Brian Lownsbery 

Megan Miller 

David La Torre 

Josceylon Buchs 

Elizabeth Kayon 

Karen Mallah 

Linda Christensen 

Steve Becker 

Abigail Gurgiolo 

Phil Knepper 

Jeff Ammerman 

Tanya Rhen 

Ayesha Ahmed 

Mikeila 

Megan Yost 

Pete Regan 

Caroline Machiraju 

Lynn Karl 

Annette Taylor 

Chloe Wilson 

Carol Aranos 

Jonathan Casey 

Micki Kautz 

Laura Wilkins 

Joshua Deleon 

Quinton McKnight 

Michael Vogel 

Ray Givler 

James Willshier 

Elizabeth Mathias 

Kristen Shea 

Sherry Bowman 

Patrick Fitzgerald 

Josh Miccio 

Kristen Malka Acri 
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Christopher Hans 

Tim Jackson 

Marc Scaringi 

David Sachs 

Dennis Myers 

William Markley 

Gabby Giles 

Anita Burton 

Melanie Mulkey 

Neil Connelly 

Liz Reilly 

Neil Connelly 

Jennifer Hoover 

Jill Stahl 

Rebecca Keefer 

Steve Darchicourt 

Krissy Casey 

Aimee Lighty 

Christine Springer  

Beth 

Sadie Schultz 

Kathryn Speaks 

David Pettegrew 

Roxanne Dixon 

Kris Latham 

Betsy Gayner 

Carys Chace 

Kate Murray 

Sharon Hanson 

Kara Beem 

Jennifer Merx 

Beth Zampogna 

Heather Lister 

Jay Shoen 

 


